Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.2.
The title compound, C 20 H 16 N 2 , has been synthesized by the reaction of benzaldehyde with o-phenylendiamine and lproline. The benzimidazole group makes a dihedral angle of 29.04 (1) with the attached benzene ring, and is approximately perpendicular to the plane of the benzyl group [dihedral angle = 88.9 (1) ] The crystal packing exhibits no unusually short intermolecular contacts.
Related literature
For background literature concerning benzimidazole compounds, see: Zarrinmayeh et al. (1998) ; Spasov et al. (1999) . For a related structure, see: Yang et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 20 H 16 N 2 M r = 284.35 Orthorhombic, P2 1 2 1 2 1 a = 6.338 (3) Å b = 8.085 (3) Å c = 30.190 (12) Å V = 1547.0 (10) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.07 mm À1 T = 298 (2) Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
